250         NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

Mortier was also ordered to Danzig.* Lefebvre had desired
Oudinot to send a brigade into the Nogat island from
Marienberg, where the corps was assembled. He had also
warned Schramm, on the N*ehrung, to be on his guard.

On the 10th and llth May, 57 transports, crowded with
Russian troops, appeared off Weichselmunde. They were
the relief force, under Kamenskoi, detached from the main
army, and sent by sea from Pillau.

On the whole, it seems improbable that Kamenskoi
commanded more than 7000 or 8000 men,f including the
garrisons of Weichselmunde and Neufahrwasser. He dis-
embarked, on the llth, at Neufahrwasser. He was, till he
landed, unaware of the loss of the island of Holm, which
seriously compromised his plans.

Lannes' leading division (Oudinot) only arrived at Danzig
on the 12th, as Kamenskoi landed. The besiegers were in
imminent peril had Kamenskoi attacked promptly, before the
arrival of the whole. Lefebvre's address to his men shows
that he felt his danger. " Comrades," he said, " as long as
we live, we will abandon nothing to the enemy; let every
man defend his post to the death."

But Kamenskoi was disturbed at finding the island gone,
and he hesitated, wasting precious hours and days.

The delay gave time for the French reinforcements to
arrive, and for arrangements to be completed. With the
reserve corps at hand, it was still not so easy for Lefebvre to
decide on the best mode of employing it. To Kamenskoi,
holding Weichselmunde and Neufahrwasser, with free com-
munication between them across the river, two courses

* Berthier to Mortier, Dumas, xix. 288, dated 12th May. On the same
date Ondinot is ordered to Danzig, but to leave a battalion at Furstenwerder to
construct a "bridge (Berthier to Lannes, Dumas., xix. 287).

On the 14th, Napoleon writes to Lefebvre that Lannes is only to be used
against a relieving force from the sea (Com. 12,881).

t Dumas (xviii. 174) puts the number as high as 11,000 to 15,000, but seems
uncertain.

Kirgener (p, 25) only estimates his force at 7000 or 8000,

Hcepfner (iii. 483) gives 6600,